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Sotheby’s to hold Delhi exhibition 
of highlights from major 

forthcoming London and New York 
sales 

 

    

14 highlights from Sotheby’s ground-breaking auction of 
new works by Damien Hirst,  

Beautiful Inside My Head Forever 
(this will be the first time that works by this world 

renowned artist have been publicly exhibited in India) 
 

 
                                                           and 

 
 
 

Tyeb Mehta’s Falling Figure with Bird from Sotheby’s  
New York sale of Modern & Contemporary Indian Art  

 

 
 
 

 

EXHEXHEXHEXHIBITION WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OBEROIIBITION WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OBEROIIBITION WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OBEROIIBITION WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OBEROI HOTEL HOTEL HOTEL HOTEL IN DELHI  IN DELHI  IN DELHI  IN DELHI     
ON AUGUST ON AUGUST ON AUGUST ON AUGUST 28, 2008  28, 2008  28, 2008  28, 2008      

    
THE EVENT WILL BE HOSTED BY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL THE EVENT WILL BE HOSTED BY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL THE EVENT WILL BE HOSTED BY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL THE EVENT WILL BE HOSTED BY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL 

SPECIALISTS IN CONTEMPORARY ART, INDIAN ART, JEWELLERY AS WELL SPECIALISTS IN CONTEMPORARY ART, INDIAN ART, JEWELLERY AS WELL SPECIALISTS IN CONTEMPORARY ART, INDIAN ART, JEWELLERY AS WELL SPECIALISTS IN CONTEMPORARY ART, INDIAN ART, JEWELLERY AS WELL 
AS SENIOR MANAGEMENTAS SENIOR MANAGEMENTAS SENIOR MANAGEMENTAS SENIOR MANAGEMENT    
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LondonLondonLondonLondon, , , , 27272727    AugustAugustAugustAugust 2008 2008 2008 2008 – Leading international auction house Sotheby’s** is delighted to announce on Thursday, 

August 28, 2008 it will host at the Oberoi Hotel in Delhi an exhibition of highlights from its upcoming sale of works 

by Damien Hirst, Beautiful Inside My Head Forever, to be held in London in September, and also highlights from its 

sale of Modern and Contemporary Indian Art to be held in New York in September.  The Delhi event will also 

incorporate lectures on Indian Miniature Painting and Jewellery and will be hosted by Sotheby’s senior management 

and international specialists in Contemporary Art, Indian Art and Jewellery. 

 

Henry Howard-Sneyd, Deputy Chairman of Sotheby’s Europe and Asia, comments: “This is our first-ever exhibition in 

Delhi of this kind and it follows the huge success of our exhibition and series of events in Mumbai at the start of this year.  

India is currently one of the most exciting corners of the international art scene and Sotheby’s appreciates the important 

role that it has to play in the global art market today.  It is very apt, therefore, that in such a flourishing arts scene as Delhi, 

we’re able to showcase such a one-off, arresting and ground-breaking group of works as those from our forthcoming sale of 

works by Damien Hirst, Beautiful Inside My Head Forever.”    

 

The following experts will be in attendance in Delhi:   

·  Henry HowardHenry HowardHenry HowardHenry Howard----SneydSneydSneydSneyd, Deputy Chairman, Europe & Asia 

·  Lord Mark PoltimoreLord Mark PoltimoreLord Mark PoltimoreLord Mark Poltimore, Deputy Chairman, Sotheby’s Europe 

·  Oliver Barker, Oliver Barker, Oliver Barker, Oliver Barker, Senior International Specialist, Contemporary Art 

·  James Sevier, James Sevier, James Sevier, James Sevier, Deputy Director, Contemporary Art    

·  Scott NussbauScott NussbauScott NussbauScott Nussbaummmm, , , , Specialist, Contemporary Art    

·  Zara PorterZara PorterZara PorterZara Porter----HillHillHillHill, Director & Head of Indian and Southeast Asian Art 

·  Holly BrackenburyHolly BrackenburyHolly BrackenburyHolly Brackenbury, Deputy Director, Islamic and Indian Art 

·  Anu GhoshAnu GhoshAnu GhoshAnu Ghosh, Deputy Director, Indian and South East Asian Art 

·  LisLisLisLisa Hubbarda Hubbarda Hubbarda Hubbard, Chairman, Sotheby’s Jewellery, North & South America 

·  David BennettDavid BennettDavid BennettDavid Bennett, Chairman, Sotheby’s Jewellery, Europe and the Middle East  

·  MaithiliMaithiliMaithiliMaithili ParekhParekhParekhParekh, Deputy Director, Business Development, London 

 

 

Beautiful Inside My Head ForeverBeautiful Inside My Head ForeverBeautiful Inside My Head ForeverBeautiful Inside My Head Forever    

Auction in London onAuction in London onAuction in London onAuction in London on September 15 September 15 September 15 September 15----16161616    

 

[PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE FULL PRESS[PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE FULL PRESS[PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE FULL PRESS[PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE FULL PRESS RELEASE ON THIS RELEASE ON THIS RELEASE ON THIS RELEASE ON THIS SALE SALE SALE SALE AND ALSO AND ALSO AND ALSO AND ALSO FULL  FULL  FULL  FULL 

CATALOGUING CATALOGUING CATALOGUING CATALOGUING DETAILS OF THE 14 TRAVELLING WORKSDETAILS OF THE 14 TRAVELLING WORKSDETAILS OF THE 14 TRAVELLING WORKSDETAILS OF THE 14 TRAVELLING WORKS]]]]    

 

On September 15 and 16, Sotheby’s London will present Beautiful Inside My Head 

Forever, a major auction of new works by the internationally renowned British artist, 

Damien Hirst.  It will be an historic sale which incorporates an extraordinary range of 

works by Mr. Hirst, all created over the past two years.  From monumental 

formaldehyde sculptures to new paintings which expand on the artist’s classic 

themes such as butterflies, cancer cells and pills; from exquisite new cabinets to 
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insightful preparatory drawings, the works in the sale document the full breadth of the artist’s creative output.  

Fourteen works from the sale will be travelling to Delhi and their exhibition will be a landmark event in that it will be the 

first time that works by Hirst will be on public exhibition in India.   

 

Oliver Barker, Sotheby’s Senior International Specialist in Contemporary Art who will supervise the Hirst exhibition in 

Delhi, comments: “Damien Hirst is the leading artist of his generation.  The extraordinary body of new work to be 

showcased at Sotheby’s is among his best yet: ambitious, exquisite and incredibly powerful.  With the world increasingly 

becoming such a global place, the Indian market is playing an ever- increasing role in Sotheby’s business and we’re thrilled 

and excited to be bringing a selection of highlights from the ground-breaking Hirst sale to Delhi and sharing it with an 

Indian audience; an audience which perhaps knows Damien but is not overly familiar with his work.  Damien’s work has 

international appeal and we hope this exhibition will further strengthen the links between this world-class artist and India.    

To my knowledge, this will be the first time that works by Hirst have been publicly exhibited in India and the timing seems 

perfect.   

 

We’ve carefully selected an exquisite and very representative group of works to travel, with themes that we hope will 

appeal to Indian tastes: wonderful butterfly pieces, realistic works, decorative pieces with diamonds, a bronze sculpture, 

spin paintings and spot canvases.  We hope our Indian clients will take this special opportunity to come and see highlights 

from this extraordinary sale.” 

 

Details of a small selection of the 14 travelling works are listed below.  Full details of all the works are enclosed in the 

Sotheby’s press information pack:  

 

 

 

 

Angel (Exposed)Angel (Exposed)Angel (Exposed)Angel (Exposed) (lot 208 (lot 208 (lot 208 (lot 208, , , , Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    
bronze 
66 by 31 by 26cm 
executed in 2008, this work is number 1 from an edition of 3 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £200,000£200,000£200,000£200,000- ---300,000300,000300,000300,000**** /  /  /  /     

US$395,000US$395,000US$395,000US$395,000----595,000595,000595,000595,000    

 

    

    

    

    

New Gold and New SilverNew Gold and New SilverNew Gold and New SilverNew Gold and New Silver (lot  (lot  (lot  (lot 143143143143, , , , Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    
diptych, butterflies and enamel paint on canvas 
each 61 by 61cm 
dated 2008 on the reverse 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £120,00£120,00£120,00£120,000000----180,000180,000180,000180,000 / / / /    

US$US$US$US$237,000237,000237,000237,000----356,000356,000356,000356,000    
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Psalm 27: Dominus IlluminatioPsalm 27: Dominus IlluminatioPsalm 27: Dominus IlluminatioPsalm 27: Dominus Illuminatio (illustrated on front page (illustrated on front page (illustrated on front page (illustrated on front page) and) and) and) and    
Psalm 33: Exultate, JustiPsalm 33: Exultate, JustiPsalm 33: Exultate, JustiPsalm 33: Exultate, Justi    (lot 2, (lot 2, (lot 2, (lot 2, Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    (illustrated right)(illustrated right)(illustrated right)(illustrated right)    
a pair, butterflies and metallic paint on canvas 
each 45.7 by 45.7cm 
dated 2008 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £120,000£120,000£120,000£120,000----180,000180,000180,000180,000 /  /  /  /     

US$US$US$US$237,000237,000237,000237,000----356,000356,000356,000356,000    

    

    

    

    

Argos’ RichesArgos’ RichesArgos’ RichesArgos’ Riches (lot 157 (lot 157 (lot 157 (lot 157, , , , Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    
butterflies and enamel paint on canvas 
diameter: 91.4cm 
dated 2008 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £100,000£100,000£100,000£100,000----150,000150,000150,000150,000    

US$US$US$US$198,000198,000198,000198,000----297,000297,000297,000297,000    

    

    

    

    

Second Series Biopsy: M122/376, M122/377Second Series Biopsy: M122/376, M122/377Second Series Biopsy: M122/376, M122/377Second Series Biopsy: M122/376, M122/377        
(lot 178(lot 178(lot 178(lot 178, , , , Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    
diptych, UV inks and household gloss on canvas with  
glass, flocking, scalpel blades, razor blades and religious medals 
each 61 by 45.7cm 
dated 2008 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £100,000£100,000£100,000£100,000----150,000150,000150,000150,000 /  /  /  /     

US$US$US$US$198,000198,000198,000198,000----297,000297,000297,000297,000    

    

    

    

Skull with PillsSkull with PillsSkull with PillsSkull with Pills (lot 136 (lot 136 (lot 136 (lot 136, , , , Day Day Day Day SSSSale)ale)ale)ale)    
oil on canvas 
45.7 by 61cm 
dated 2008 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £120,000£120,000£120,000£120,000----180,000180,000180,000180,000 / / / /    

US$US$US$US$237,000237,000237,000237,000----356,000356,000356,000356,000    

    

    

    

Rubidium ChromateRubidium ChromateRubidium ChromateRubidium Chromate (lot 202 (lot 202 (lot 202 (lot 202, , , , Day Day Day Day Sale)Sale)Sale)Sale)    
household gloss on canvas (spot size two inches) 
66 by 86.4cm 
dated 2008 
estimate: estimate: estimate: estimate: £100,000£100,000£100,000£100,000----150,000150,000150,000150,000 /  /  /  /     

US$US$US$US$198,000198,000198,000198,000----297,000297,000297,000297,000    
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Other works:Other works:Other works:Other works:    

·  Beautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner Beauty), Beautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner Beauty), Beautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner Beauty), Beautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner Beauty), household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, 

£60,000£60,000£60,000£60,000----80,000 / US$119,00080,000 / US$119,00080,000 / US$119,00080,000 / US$119,000----158,000158,000158,000158,000 (illustrated on page 2) (illustrated on page 2) (illustrated on page 2) (illustrated on page 2)    

·  Molecular ModelMolecular ModelMolecular ModelMolecular Model, oil on canvas, £60,000, oil on canvas, £60,000, oil on canvas, £60,000, oil on canvas, £60,000----80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$119,000119,000119,000119,000----158,000158,000158,000158,000    

·  Beautiful BlaBeautiful BlaBeautiful BlaBeautiful Black Hole, Time Warpck Hole, Time Warpck Hole, Time Warpck Hole, Time Warp, Retina Burn, Shit That’s Hot Painting, Retina Burn, Shit That’s Hot Painting, Retina Burn, Shit That’s Hot Painting, Retina Burn, Shit That’s Hot Painting, household gloss on canvas, , household gloss on canvas, , household gloss on canvas, , household gloss on canvas, 

£50,000£50,000£50,000£50,000----70,000 / US$70,000 / US$70,000 / US$70,000 / US$99,00099,00099,00099,000----139,000139,000139,000139,000    

·  Psalm 9: Confitebor TibiPsalm 9: Confitebor TibiPsalm 9: Confitebor TibiPsalm 9: Confitebor Tibi, butterflies and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, butterflies and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, butterflies and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, butterflies and household gloss on canvas, £60,000----80,000 / 80,000 / 80,000 / 80,000 / 

US$US$US$US$119,000119,000119,000119,000----158,000158,000158,000158,000    

·  No LifeNo LifeNo LifeNo Life, manufactured diamonds, manufactured diamonds, manufactured diamonds, manufactured diamonds, pins, scalpel blades and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, pins, scalpel blades and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, pins, scalpel blades and household gloss on canvas, £60,000, pins, scalpel blades and household gloss on canvas, £60,000----

80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$119,000119,000119,000119,000----158,000158,000158,000158,000    

·  The Eyes of Judas, The Eyes of Judas, The Eyes of Judas, The Eyes of Judas, butterflies and enamel paint on canvas, £60,000butterflies and enamel paint on canvas, £60,000butterflies and enamel paint on canvas, £60,000butterflies and enamel paint on canvas, £60,000----80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$198,000198,000198,000198,000----

297,000297,000297,000297,000    

·  Beautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner BeautyBeautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner BeautyBeautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner BeautyBeautiful Branwen Paraphrenia Intense Painting (with Extra Inner Beauty), ), ), ), household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, household gloss on canvas, 

£60,000£60,000£60,000£60,000----80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$80,000 / US$119,000119,000119,000119,000----158,000158,000158,000158,000    

 

 

ModernModernModernModern and Contemporary and Contemporary and Contemporary and Contemporary Indian Art Indian Art Indian Art Indian Art    

Auction in New York on September Auction in New York on September Auction in New York on September Auction in New York on September 18181818thththth        

Representing the forthcoming sale of Modern and Contemporary Indian Art at 

Sotheby’s New York in September will be a rarely available work by Tyeb Mehta 

from his Falling Figure with BirdFalling Figure with BirdFalling Figure with BirdFalling Figure with Bird series.  With an estimate of $1 - 1.5 million the 

canvas, which is the star lot of the sale, dates from 2003 and represents one of 

Mehta’s latest examples from this series.  It features the artist’s hallmark use of 

large diagonal planes of flat color, here masterfully executed in starkly 

contrasting tones of red and magenta with pristine whites.  Living in India during 

Partition and after World War II, Mehta experienced firsthand the violence, 

anguish and distress of the period, to which experts attribute his consistent 

illustration of struggle in his canvases throughout his career. The enormous bird 

and central human figure portrayed here twist through the canvas, violently 

distorted in their entwinement, yet the picture delicately balances the struggle 

with the sparseness of line and deceptively simple composition for which Mehta’s 

later work is lauded.  
 

The Modern and Contemporary Indian Art sale forms part of Asia Week in New York and other sales at Sotheby’s 

during this week will be: 

·  Indian & Southeast Asian Works of Art on September 19th  

·  Contemporary Art Asia on September 17th 

·  Fine Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art on September 16th  
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Sotheby’s will also be organising a series of lectures at the Oberoi Hotel between Tuesday, August 26 and Thursday, 

August 28.  These will discuss Indian Miniature Painting, the Beautiful Inside My Head Forever sale and Jewellery.  For 

further information on these, please contact maithili.parekh@sothebys.com. 

* Pre* Pre* Pre* Pre----sale estimates do not include buyer’s premiumsale estimates do not include buyer’s premiumsale estimates do not include buyer’s premiumsale estimates do not include buyer’s premium    

 
** ** ** ** Sotheby’s is a global company that engages in art auction, private sales and artSotheby’s is a global company that engages in art auction, private sales and artSotheby’s is a global company that engages in art auction, private sales and artSotheby’s is a global company that engages in art auction, private sales and art----related financing activities. related financing activities. related financing activities. related financing activities. 
The Company operates in 40The Company operates in 40The Company operates in 40The Company operates in 40 countries, with principal salesrooms located in New York, London, Hong Kong  countries, with principal salesrooms located in New York, London, Hong Kong  countries, with principal salesrooms located in New York, London, Hong Kong  countries, with principal salesrooms located in New York, London, Hong Kong 
and Paris. The Company also regularly conducts auctions in six other salesrooms around the world. Sotheby’s is and Paris. The Company also regularly conducts auctions in six other salesrooms around the world. Sotheby’s is and Paris. The Company also regularly conducts auctions in six other salesrooms around the world. Sotheby’s is and Paris. The Company also regularly conducts auctions in six other salesrooms around the world. Sotheby’s is 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol BID.listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol BID.listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol BID.listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol BID.    
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